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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL INVITATION TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ 

1. THE PRESIDENT WISHES TO INVITE PRESIDENT LOPEZ TO 
PAY A STATE VISIT IN 1975. NO DATES FOR EXPLORATION 
WITH COLOMBIANS ARE YET AVAILABLE. 

2. EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED TO EXTEND ORALLY ON BEHALF 
OF PRESIDENT FORD AN INVITATION TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ 
MICHELSEN TO PAY STATE VISIT TO U.S. DURING THE COURSE 
OF 1975. IF REACTION IS FAVORABLE AND PRESIDENT LOPEZ 
ACCEPTS INVITATION IN PRINCIPLE, YOU SHOULD TELL HIM WE 
WILL FOLLOW UP SOON WITH SUGGESTIONS TO COLOMBIANS 
ON POSSIBLE TIMING OF THE VISIT AND SEEK TO ESTABLISH 

A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT DATE. YOU SHOULD ALSO INDICATE 
TO HIM THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO COORDINATE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF VISIT IN BOTH CAPITALS. 

3. FYI: PRESIDENT FORD'S VISIT SCHEDULE FOR FIRST 

SIX MONTHS OF YEAR IS ALREADY CROWDED. IT IS THEREFORE 
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LIKELY VISIT WOULD BE SCHEDULED IN SECOND HALF OF YEAR. 
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WE ASSUME THAT LOPEZ IS LIKELY TO PREFER A LATER 
DATE, IN ANY EVENT. SHOULD THERE, HOWEVER, BE STRONG 
REASON FOR SEEKING EARLIER DATE, YOU MAY WISH TO CONSULT 
FURTHER WITH WASHINGTON AS TO THE POSSIBILITY. 

4. IN VIEW OF SECRETARY'S UPCOMING TRIP TO LATIN 
AMERICA AND FACT HE IS NOT PLANNING A STOP IN 
COLOMBIA, WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN EMBASSY 
RECOMMENDATION AND GOC VIEWS WITH REGARD TO TIMING 
OF ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISIT, ASSUMING INVITATION IS 
ACCEPTED. FORMAL INVITATION TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ WILL 
FOLLOW ONCE INDICATION OF ACCEPTANCE IS RECEIVED. 

END FYI. KISSINGER 
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